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The Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) suffered a major reversal when a federal electoral
court (Tribunal Electoral del Poder Judicial de la Federacion, TEPJF) reversed the results of the
disputed Tabasco gubernatorial election in October. In a 4-2 decision, the TEPJF accepted arguments
from the opposition parties that sufficient evidence of fraud and irregularities existed to overturn the
victory by PRI candidate Manuel Andrade Diaz.
Official results released shortly after the election gave Andrade a victory of one percentage point
over Raul Ojeda Zubieta of the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD). But the PRD
and its allies challenged the results, accusing outgoing governor Roberto Madrazo Pintado and other
PRI officials of conducting an extensive campaign to bribe and coerce voters to cast their ballots for
the PRI (see SourceMex, 2000-10-18).
The opposition parties also cited reports of missing ballot boxes and allegations that some
uncounted votes had been burned. The TEPJF decision was a milestone, marking the first time in
recent history that an electoral tribunal nullified the results of an election based on claims of fraud.
In many cases, opposition parties' efforts to overturn elections went unheeded because electoral
tribunals were accountable to the PRI-dominated federal government. A more independent TEPJF
would have been more likely to closely scrutinize the results of gubernatorial elections in Chiapas in
1994 and Guerrero in 1999. In both elections, a PRI candidate narrowly defeated a rival from the PRD
(see SourceMex, 1994-11-16, 1999-02-10).
Andrade, a protege of outgoing governor Madrazo, said he would appeal the TEPJF's decision
to Mexico's highest court (Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacion, SCJN). PRI members in
Tabasco elected Andrade as their party leader only days after the TEPJF handed down its decision.
Appointment of interim governor sparks fight The outgoing PRI-dominated state legislature,
meanwhile, attempted to hold on to power by appointing another Madrazo ally, federal Deputy
Enrique Priego Oropeza, as interim governor.
Priego's appointment met strong protests from opposition parties, which said the new state
legislature rather than the outgoing state congress should have picked the acting governor. The day
after Priego's appointment, the new state legislature voted to appoint Adan Augusto Lopez, also a
PRI member, as interim governor. Lopez received wide support from incoming PRI state legislators
and from the opposition.
The national PRI leadership immediately rallied behind Priego, claiming that the outgoing state
legislature was the only one allowed by law to appoint the interim governor. "What they did was
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absolutely illegal," said PRI president Dulce Maria Sauri Riancho, referring to the vote by the new
legislature. "For the national PRI, Enrique Priego is the interim governor of Tabasco." The war of
words between the PRI and the two other parties escalated to the point where the Secretaria de
Gobernacion (SEGOB) was forced to intervene.
Interior Secretary Santiago Creel Miranda called two separate meetings with leaders of the PRI,
PRD, and the center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) in an attempt to convince them to resolve
their dispute. Both efforts were unsuccessful. In lieu of recognizing Lopez as the interim governor,
the PRD and the PAN have proposed that the Senate appoint a third interim governor. The PRI
has not only rejected this plan but even questioned the need for the federal government to become
involved in the process. "Enrique Priego Oropeza does not require recognition from President
Vicente Fox to carry out his mandate," a defiant Sauri told reporters.
The PRD has responded by filing a lawsuit against Priego, charging him with "usurping" the
functions of state government. Additionally, PRD members in the Chamber of Deputies refused
to approve Priego's request for a leave-of- absence from the lower house to assume the temporary
post in Tabasco. PRD president Amalia Garcia Medina has said her party would be willing to
compromise and allow Priego to serve if the PRI agrees to hold the new elections within the next
six months. PRI leaders have rejected this proposal, saying a period of up to 18 months is needed to
guarantee stability in the state.
Priego has already pledged to step down after a new governor is chosen in elections to be held at an
undetermined date in 2001 or 2002. Whoever is chosen as PRI candidate will likely face Ojeda, who
has already announced his intention to participate in the new elections.

Tabasco vote exposes some divisions within PRI
The Tabasco case exposed other divisions within the PRI. Federal Deputy Humberto Mayans
Canabal, one of several legislators who opposed Madrazo's style of governing, resigned from the
party because of its support for the former governor's "illegal" appointment of Priego to the state
office. But Mayans' resignation was a mere formality, since party leaders had been considering his
ouster along with other Tabasco legislators who had dared to question the legitimacy of Andrade's
election in October.
Other Tabasco PRI members facing expulsion are federal Deputy Lorena Beauregard, former deputy
and legislative leader Arturo Nunez, and state party leader Victor Lopez Cruz. Ironically, Madrazo
has also broken with the party despite receiving strong support from Sauri and other party leaders.
In early January, Madrazo announced plans to create his own regional political party, the Nueva
Patria.
The former governor said the party already has a strong following in the southeastern states of
Campeche, Chiapas, Yucatan, Veracruz, Quintana Roo, and Tabasco. Even though he has not
formally resigned from the PRI, Madrazo's decision is a strong sign that he has given up plans to
gain the leadership of the party. He had openly declared his candidacy for party president following
the PRI's resounding defeat in the July presidential election (see SourceMex, 2000-07-05).
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Tensions also growing in neighboring Yucatan state
The Tabasco case has temporarily drawn attention away from a similar crisis in Yucatan state, where
outgoing Gov. Victor Cervera Pacheco is attempting to manipulate the composition of the state
electoral commission to gain an advantage for his party in the 2001 gubernatorial elections. Late last
year, the TEPJF ruled that the PRI-dominated state legislature improperly filled the state electoral
commission with PRI supporters (see SourceMex, 2000-12-20).
The TEPJF selected a separate 14-member electoral council, leaving the state with two separate
bodies to oversee elections. In response, PRI members in Yucatan filed a complaint against the
TEPJF with the Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR), claiming that the tribunal interfered
with the internal affairs of the state.
Even with two adverse rulings at the hands of the TEPJF, the PRI is counting on the tribunal to
support its complaint in the recent Jalisco election. The PRI claims to have sufficient evidence
that outgoing Gov. Alberto Cardenas manipulated the elections in November to favor fellow
PAN member Francisco Ramirez Acuna (see SourceMex, 2000-11-29). The PRI has yet to bring its
case to the TEPJF, pending the final verdict from Jalisco state electoral authorities on the results
of the November election. (Sources: The Chicago Tribune, 01/01/01; Reuters, 12/29/00, 01/04/01,
01/05/00; The News, 01/04/01, 01/06/01; Proceso, 12/31/00, 01/07/01; Notimex, 12/31/00, 01/02/01,
01/04/01, 01/05/01, 01/07/01; Associated Press, 12/29/00, 12/30/00, 12/31/00, 01/02/01, 01/04/01,
01/06/01, 01/08/01; CNI en Linea, 12/31/00, 01/01/01, 01/02/01, 01/04/01, 01/05/01, 01/07/01, 01/08/01,
01/09/01; Excelsior, 01/02/01, 01/04/01, 01/06/01, 01/08/01, 01/10/01; Novedades, 01/02/01, 01/04/01,
01/06/01, 01/09/01, 01/10/01; La Jornada, 01/04/01, 01/06/01, 01/08-10/01; Reforma, 01/04/01, 01/06/01,
01/08-10/01; El Economista, 01/06/01, 01/09/01, 01/10/01; El Financiero, 01/06/01, 01/08/01, 01/09/01,
01/10/01; El Universal, 01/09/01, 01/10/01)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 3 of 3

